Early impact of new health care legislation on the pediatric surgical experience of surgical residents.
On January 1, 1994, Tennessee implemented TennCare, an insurance program for the state's medically uninsured and those who were previously covered by Medicaid. To determine how this change has affected the pediatric surgical experience of residents in training, we reviewed our institution's operative case logs from the first quarter of 1994 and compared them with logs for the first quarter of the years 1990 through 1993. Cases were classified according to urgency and necessity of surgical procedures. No significant change was noted in the number of patients having operations for the most necessary or urgent conditions, such as solid tumors or appendicitis. In contrast, the number of elective operations, principally for hernias, decreased significantly during the same period. While Tennessee's legislative change apparently has not affected the volume of urgent surgical cases, it has significantly decreased surgical residents' elective pediatric surgical experience.